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the nation took it for granted that the little Prin-
cess would ultimately become one of those great
Queens who were so conspicuous a mark of
the period, like her grandmother, Isabella of
Castile.
Then came the tragedy of Henry's infatuation
for Anne Boleyn. We shall never understand
Mary's character unless we appreciate the fact
that she grew up under the influence of that
tragedy, just in those years when strong emotions
are felt and the whole character is formed. She
was a very intelligent, very well educated,
sensitive child in her twelfth year, devoted to
her mother and standing in affectionate awe
of her father (who doted on her) when the first
news of a sort which could be told to a child
came to her of Anne's disgraceful power over the
King.
She was in her fourteenth year when the great
trial was held under Wolsey and Campeggio in
London by which Henry hoped to obtain his
divorce from her mother/Queen Catherine. She
was already quite able to understand ^everything
that was happening and to burn with indignation
against the abominable way in which her mother
was being treated. She was a woman grown, in
her eighteenth year, when Anne Boleyn was
crowned Queen and was therefore in a position